
CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Steven F. Messner 

Department of Sociology - AS 351 

University at Albany, SUNY 

Albany, NY 12222 

 

Office Telephone: (518) 442-4674 

s.messner@albany.edu 

(August 2012) 

 

Education 

 

Ph.D., Princeton University, 1978 

M.A., Princeton University, 1976 

B.A., Columbia University, 1973 

 

Academic Positions 

 

Distinguished Teaching Professor of Sociology, University at Albany, State University of New 

York, 2003-present 

Professor of Sociology, University at Albany, State University of New York, 1993-2003; Chair 

(2000-2003) 

Associate Professor of Sociology, University at Albany, State University of New York, 1985-1993 

Visiting Associate Professor of Sociology, Nankai University, Tianjin, Peoples Republic of China

 Summer, 1987 

Assistant Professor of Sociology, University at Albany, State University of New York, 1982-1985 

Assistant Professor of Sociology, Columbia University, 1978-1982 

Instructor in Sociology, Columbia University, 1977-1978 

Preceptor in Sociology, Princeton University, 1976-1977 

 

Areas of Specialization 

 

Criminology 

Deviant Behavior 

Macrosociology 

 

Teaching Experience 

 

Undergraduate – Criminology; Sociology of Deviant Behavior; Research on Crime; Methods of 

Social Research; Social Problems; Sport and Society; Equality and Inequality in Western 

Society 
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Graduate - Deviance and Social Control; Macrosociological Perspectives on Crime and 

Delinquency; Markets, Morality, and Crime in Advanced Capitalist Societies; Research 

Methods 

 

Fellowships, Honors, and Awards 

 

Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Scholarship and Creative Activities, 2011 

Fellow, Research Group on “Control of Violence,” Center for Interdisciplinary Research of 

Bielefeld University, January-May, 2008 

University at Albany Collins Fellow, 2007 

Research and Scholarship Award, Research Foundation of the State University of New York, 2006 

University at Albany Award for Excellence in Research, 2005 

Fellow, American Society of Criminology, 2002 

University at Albany Award for Excellence in Academic Service, 1996 

University at Albany Award for Excellence in Teaching, 1992 

Princeton University Fellowship, 1973-1977 

Phi Beta Kappa, Columbia College 

B.A. awarded cum laude 

 

Professional Service 

 

Elected Offices: 

 

President, American Society of Criminology (2010-2011, President-Elect (2009-2010) 

Vice President, American Society of Criminology (2007-2008), Vice President-Elect (2006-2007) 

Chair, Crime, Law, and Deviance Section of the American Sociological Association (2001-2002), 

Chair-Elect (2000-2001) 

Executive Committee, Eastern Sociological Society (2000-2002) 

Executive Counselor, American Society of Criminology (1998-2001) 

 

Editorial Boards: 

 

Co-Editor, International Journal of Conflict and Violence (2006-present) 

Deputy Editor, American Sociological Review (2006-2009) 

Member of Editorial Board, American Sociological Review (2005-2006) 

Member of the International Advisory Board, British Journal of Sociology (2008-present) 

Member of the Editorial Board, International Criminal Justice Review (2008-present) 

Member of Editorial Board, Asian Journal of Criminology (2005-present) 

Member of Editorial Advisory Board of Criminology (1992-1997; 2003-2006; 2007-present) 

Member of Editorial Board, Homicide Studies (1997-present) 

Member of Editorial Advisory Board, Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology (1996-present) 

Associate Editor, Justice Quarterly (1996-1999) 

Member of Board of Advisory Editors, Sociological Inquiry (1989-1993) 

Member of Editorial Board, Sociological Forum (1990-1992); Deputy Editor (1996-2001) 
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Other Professional Service:  

 

Outside Editorial Consultant, American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, 

Social Forces, Criminology, Comparative Social Research, Sociological Focus, Social 

Problems, Journal of Crime and Justice, Demography, Deviant Behavior, Justice Quarterly, 

Sociological Perspectives, Sociological Inquiry, Sociological Quarterly, Social Science 

Quarterly, Journal of Quantitative Criminology, Violence and Victims, Criminal Justice 

Review, Law and Human Behavior, Law and Society Review, Journal of Marriage and the 

Family, Social Science Research, American Journal of Epidemiology. 

Member, Outstanding Article Award Committee, American Society of Criminology (2008-2009) 

Program Committee, Fifty-eighth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Los 

Angeles, CA, November 1-4, 2006 

Member, James F. Short Distinguished Article Award Committee, American Sociological 

Association, Section on Crime, Law, and Deviance (2006) 

Member, Fellows Committee, American Society of Criminology (2004) 

Program Committee, Fifty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Denver, 

Colorado, November 19-22, 2003 

Member, Michael J. Hindelang Award Committee, American Society of Criminology (2002) 

Chair, Rose Laub Coser Dissertation Award Committee, Eastern Sociological Society (2002, 

2003); Member (2004) 

Program Committee, Fifty-first Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Toronto, 

Canada, November 17-20, 1999 

Member, Constitution and By-Laws Committee, American Society of Criminology (1998-99) 

Member, Nominations Committee, American Society of Criminology (1998; 2006) 

Program Committee, Forty-ninth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San 

Diego, California, November 19-22, 1997 

Chair, Elections Committee, Society for the Study of Social Problems (1993-1994) 

Awards Committee, Forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, New 

Orleans, Louisiana, November 4-7, 1992 

Program Committee, Fiftieth Anniversary Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San 

Francisco, California, November 20-23, 1991 

Program Committee, Sixty-first Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Providence, 

Rhode Island, April 12-14, 1991 

Co-Organizer, “Theoretical Integration in the Study of Deviance and Crime:  Problems and 

 Prospects.”  The Albany Conference, Albany, NY, May 7-8, l987 

Program Committee, Symposium on Health Aspects of Homicide, New York Academy of 

Medicine, New York, New York, October 3-4, l985 

 

Consulting 

 

Chair, International Academic Advisory Board of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Research on 

Conflict and Violence, Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany  
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Member of Advisory Group, International Center for Violence Research (previously the 

International Platform for Violence Research), Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany 

Sociology Senior Advisory Panel, National Science Foundation 

Peer Review Panel Member, National Institute of Justice 

Injury Research Grant Review Panel, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention 

Invited Presenter, “Racial Disparity Workshop,” National Research Council (June 29, 1999) 

External Consultant, “St. Louis Homicide Project: Local Responses to a National Problem” (March 

22-23, 1991) 

Consultant, Ogilvy and Mather, Inc. (Fall, l98l) 

Consultant, Health Insurance Plan of New York, Department of Research and Statistics (Spring, 

1981) 

Consultant, New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services, Bureau of Research, Planning and 

Program Development (Summer, l974; l975) 

 

Publications 

 

Books and Book Chapters: 

 

----- Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  Crime and the Economy.  London, UK: Sage 

Publication (forthcoming). 

 

----- Steven F. Messner, Richard Rosenfeld, and Susanne Karstedt.  “Social Institutions and 

Crime.”  In The Oxford Handbook of Criminological Theory, edited by Francis T. Cullen 

and Pamela Wilcox.  New York: Oxford University Press (forthcoming). 

 

2012 Zai Liang, Steven F. Messner, Cheng Chen, and Youqin Huang (eds.).  The Emergence of 

a New Urban China: Insiders’ Perspectives.  Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books. 

 

2012 Jiashun Wang and Steven F. Messner.  “Institutional Segmentation and Psychosocial 

Repellence: Urban Residents’ Attitude toward Migrants.” Pp. 43-57 in The Emergence of a 

New Urban China: Insiders’ Perspectives, edited by Zai Liang, Steven F. Messner, Cheng 

Chen, and Youqin Huang. Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books.  

 

2012 Steven F. Messner and Gregory M. Zimmerman.  “Community-level Influences on Crime 

and Offending.”  Pp. 155-172 in The Oxford Handbook on Crime Prevention, edited by 

Brandon C. Welsh and David P. Farrington.  New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

2012 David Gadd, Susanne Karstedt, and Steven F. Messner (eds.).  The SAGE Handbook of 

Criminological Research Methods.  London: Sage. 

 

2011 Steven F. Messner, Benjamin Pearson-Nelson, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Zachary 

Miner.  “Cross-National Homicide Trends in the Latter Decades of the 20
th

 Century: 

Losses and Gains in Institutional Control?”  Pp. 65-89 in Control of Violence: Historical 
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and International Perspectives on Violence in Modern Societies, edited by Wilhelm 

Heitmeyer, Heinz-Gerhard Haupt, Stefan Malthaner, and Andrea Kirschner.  New York , 

NY: Springer Science+Business Media. 

 

2011 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “The Intellectual Origins of Institutional-

Anomie Theory.”  Pp. 121- 135 in The Origins of American Criminology: Advances in 

Criminological Theory, Volume 16, edited by Francis T. Cullen, Cheryl Lero Jonson, 

Andrew J. Myer, and Freda Adler.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers. 

 

2010 Steven F. Messner.  “Merton, Robert K.: Social Structure and Anomie.”  Encyclopedia of 

Criminological Theory.  Sage, pp. 612-619. 

 

2010 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “The Normal Crime Rate, the Economy, and 

Mass Incarceration: An Institutional-Anomie Perspective on Crime-Control Policy.”  Pp. 

45-65 in Criminology and Public Policy: Putting Theory to Work, edited by Hugh D. 

Barlow and Scott H. Decker.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 

2009 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Institutional-Anomie Theory: A Macro-

sociological Explanation of Crime.” Pp. 209-224 in Handbook on Crime and Deviance, 

edited by Marvin D. Krohn, Alan J. Lizotte, and Gina Penly Hall.  New York: Springer 

Science+Business Media. 

 

2008 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Self-Control, Anomie, and Social 

Institutions.”  Pp. 90-101 in Out of Control: Assessing the General Theory of Crime, 

edited by Erich Goode.  Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 

  

2008 Steven F. Messner, Jianhong Liu, and Susanne Karstedt.  “Economic Reform and Crime in 

Contemporary China: Paradoxes of a Planned Transition.”  Pp. 271-293 in Urban China in 

Transition, edited by John R. Logan.  Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 

 

2006 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “The Present and Future of Institutional 

Anomie Theory.”  Pp. 127-148 in Taking Stock: The Status of Criminological Theory.  

Advances in Criminological Theory.  Volume 15, edited by Francis T. Cullen, John Paul 

Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers. 

 

2006      Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “The Origins, Nature, and Prospects of 

Institutional-Anomie Theory.”  Pp. 164-173 in The Essential Criminology Reader, edited 

by Stuart Henry and Mark M. Lanier.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 

 

2004 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Institutionalizing Criminological Theory.”  

Pp. 83-105 in Beyond Empiricism: Institutions and Intentions in the Study of Crime.  

Advances in Criminological Theory, Volume 13, edited by Joan McCord.  Piscataway, NJ: 

Transaction Books. 
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2004 Steven F. Messner and Luc Anselin.  “Spatial Analyses of Homicide with Areal Data.”  

Pp. 127-144 in Best Practices in Spatially Integrated Social Science, edited by Michael F. 

Goodchild and Donald G. Janelle.  New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

2004 Steven F. Messner.  Criminology: Using MicroCase © Explorit, 5th Edition.  Belmont, 

CA: Wadsworth/Thomson. [4th Edition co-authored with Rodney Stark; 1st through 3rd 

Editions authored by Rodney Stark.] 

 

2003 Steven F. Messner.  “Understanding Cross-National Variation in Criminal Violence.” Pp. 

701-716 in International Handbook of Violence Research, edited by Wilhelm Heitmeyer 

and John Hagan.  Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Klewer Academic Publishers. 

 

2002 Steven F. Messner and Scott J. South.  “Demography.”  Pp. 494-500 in Encyclopedia of 

Crime and Punishment, edited by David Levinson.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

2001 Jianhong Liu, Lening Zhang, and Steven F. Messner (eds.).  Crime and Social Control in 

a Changing China.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 

 

2001 Jianhong Liu, Lening Zhang, and Steven F. Messner.   “Introduction:  Impact of Market 

Transition - Changing Crime and Social Control in China.”  Pp. xi-xvii in Crime and 

Social Control in a Changing China, edited by Jianhong Liu, Lening Zhang, and Steven F. 

Messner.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.  

 

2001 Jianhong Liu and Steven F. Messner.  “Modernization and Crime Trends in China's 

Reform Era.”  Pp. 3-21 in Crime and Social Control in a Changing China, edited by 

Jianhong Liu, Lening Zhang, and Steven F. Messner (eds.).  Westport, CT: Greenwood 

Press.  

 

2001 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  Crime and the American Dream, 3
rd

 Edition. 

Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. [first edition published in 1994]. 

 

2001 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “An Institutional-Anomie Theory of Crime.” 

Pp. 151-160 in Explaining Criminals and Crime, edited by Raymond Paternoster and 

Ronet Bachman.  Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury. 

 

2000 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld. “Market Dominance, Crime, and 

Globalization.”  Pp. 13-26 in Social Dynamics of Crime and Control:  New Theories for a 

World in Transition, edited by Susanne Karstedt and Kai-D Bussman.  Portland, OR: Hart 

Publishing. 

 

1999 Allen E. Liska and Steven F. Messner.  Perspectives on Crime and Deviance, 3rd Edition.     

Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
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1999 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Social Structure and Homicide: Theory and 

Research.”  Pp. 27-41 in Homicide Studies:  A Sourcebook of Social Research, edited by 

M. Dwayne Smith and Margaret Zahn.  Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 

 

1997 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Markets, Morality, and an Institutional-

Anomie Theory of Crime.”  Pp. 207-224 in The Future of Anomie Theory, edited by Nikos 

Passas and Robert Agnew.  Boston: Northeastern University Press. 

 

1996 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “An Institutional-Anomie Theory of the Social 

Distribution of Crime.” Pp. 143-148 in Readings in Contemporary Criminological Theory, 

edited by Peter Cordella and Larry Siegel.  Boston: Northeastern University Press.  

 

1989 Allen E. Liska, Marvin D. Krohn, and Steven F. Messner.  “Strategies and Requisites for 

Theoretical Integration in the Study of Crime and Deviance.”  Pp. 1-19 in Theoretical 

Integration in the Study of Deviance and Crime:  Problems and Prospects, edited by 

Steven F. Messner, Marvin D. Krohn, and Allen E. Liska.  Albany, NY: State University 

of New York Press. 

 

1989 Steven F. Messner, Marvin D. Krohn, and Allen E. Liska (eds.).  Theoretical Integration 

in the Study of Deviance and Crime:  Problems and Prospects.  Albany, NY: State 

University of New York Press. 

 

1982 Steven F. Messner and Daniel Groisser.  “Intercollegiate Athletic Participation and 

Academic Achievement.”  Pp. 257-270 in Studies in the Sociology of Sport, edited by 

Aidan O. Dunleavy, Andrew W. Miracle, and C. Roger Rees.  Forth Worth, Texas: Texas 

Christian University Press. 

 

Articles: 

 

----- Gregory M. Zimmerman and Steven F. Messner. “Individual, Family Background, and 

Contextual Explanations of Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Youths’ Exposure to 

Violence.”  American Journal of Public Health (forthcoming). 

 

2012 Matt Vogel and Steven F. Messner.  “Social Correlates of Delinquency for Youth in Need 

of Mental Health Services: Examining the Scope Conditions of Criminological Theories.”  

Justice Quarterly 29 (August):546-572.  DOI:10.1080/07418825.582879 (available online 

June 28, 2011). 

 

2012 Steven F. Messner.  “Morality, Markets, and the ASC: 2011 Presidential Address to the 

American Society of Criminology.”  Criminology 50 (February):5-25. 

 

2011 Steven F. Messner, Raymond H. C. Teske, Jr., Robert D. Baller, and Helmut Thome.  

“Structural Covariates of Violent Crime Rates in Germany: Exploratory Spatial Analyses 
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of Kreise.”  Justice Quarterly, DOI:1080/07418825.2011.645862 (available online 

December 23). 

 

2011 Rachel B. Whaley, Steven F. Messner, and Bonita M. Veysey.  “The Relationship between 

Gender Equality and Rates of Inter- and Intra-Sexual Lethal Violence: An Exploration of 

Functional Form.”  Justice Quarterly, DOI:10.1080/07418825.2011.624114 (available 

online November 7). 

 

2011 Gregory M. Zimmerman and Steven F. Messner.  “Neighborhood Context and Nonlinear 

Peer Effects on Adolescent Violent Crime.”  Criminology 49 (August):873-903. 

 

2011 Preeti Chauhan, Magdalena Cerdá, Steven F. Messner, Melissa Tracy, Kenneth Tardiff, 

and Sandro Galea.  “Race/Ethnic-specific Homicide Rates in New York City: Evaluating 

the Impact of Broken Windows Policing and Crack Cocaine Markets.”  Homicide Studies 

15 (August):268-290. 

 

2010 Gregory M. Zimmerman and Steven F. Messner.  “Neighborhood Context and the Gender 

Gap in Adolescent Violent Crime.”  American Sociological Review 75 (December): 958-

980. 

 

2010 Magdalena Cerdá, Steven F. Messner, Melissa Tracy, David Vlahov, Emily Goldmann, 

Kenneth Tardiff, and Sandro Galea.  “Gun-related Homicide Rates in New York City: 

Investigating the Contribution of Social Changes on Age-Specific Homicide Rates During 

the 1990s.”  American Journal of Public Health 100 (June): 1107-1015. 

 

2010 Steven F. Messner, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Gretchen M. Sutton.  “Poverty, Infant 

Mortality, and Homicide Rates in Cross-National Perspective: Assessments of Criterion 

and Construct Validity.”  Criminology 48 (May): 509-537. 

 

2010 Charis E. Kubrin, Steven F. Messner, Glenn Deane, Kelly McGeever, and Thomas D. 

Stucky.  “Proactive Policing and Robbery Rates Across U. S. Cities.”  Criminology 48 

(February): 57-97. 

 

2010 Mark Beaulieu and Steven F. Messner.  “Assessing Changes in the Effect of Divorce 

Rates on Homicide Rates Across Large U. S. Cities, 1960-2000: Revisiting the Chicago 

School.”  Homicide Studies 14 (February): 24-51. 

 

2009 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “The Crime Drop in Comparative Perspective: 

The Impact of the Economy and Imprisonment on American and European Burglary 

Rates.”  British Journal of Sociology 60 (September): 445-471. 

 

2009 Jianhong Liu, Steven F. Messner, and Lening Zhang.  “Socio-Demographic Correlates of 

Fear of Crime and the Social Context of Contemporary Urban China.”  American Journal 

of Community Psychology 44 (September): 93-108. 
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2009 Jacob I. Stowell, Steven F. Messner, Kelly McGeever, and Lawrence E. Raffalovich.  

“Immigration and the Recent Crime Drop in the U. S.: A Pooled, Cross-sectional Time-

Series Analysis of Metropolitan Areas.”  Criminology 47 (August): 889-928. 

 

2009 Robert D. Baller, Matthew P. Zevenbergen, and Steven F. Messner.  “The Heritage of 

Herding and Southern Homicide: Examining the Ecological Foundations of the Code of 

Honor Thesis.”  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 46 (August): 275-300.  

 

2009 Magdelena Cerdá, Melissa Tracy, Steven F. Messner, David Vlahov, Kenneth J. Tardiff, 

and Sandro Galea.  “Misdemeanor Policing, Physical Disorder, and Gun-related Homicide 

in New York City: A Spatial Analytic Test of ‘Broken Windows’ Theory.”  Epidemiology 

20 (July): 533-541. 

 

2009 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, Jianhong Liu, and Yue Angela Zhuo.  “Guanxi and 

Fear of Crime in Contemporary Urban China.”  British Journal of Criminology 49 (July): 

472-490. 

 

2009 Ryan D. King, Steven F. Messner, and Robert D. Baller.  “Contemporary Hate Crimes, 

Law Enforcement, and the Legacy of Racial Violence.”  American Sociological Review74  

(April): 291-315. 

 

2008 Glenn Deane, Steven F. Messner, Thomas D. Stucky, Kelly McGeever, and Charis 

Kubrin.  “Not ‘Islands, Entire of Themselves’: Exploring the Spatial Context of City-

Level Robbery Rates.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 24 (December): 363-380. 

 

2008 Yue Zhuo, Steven F. Messner, and Lening Zhang.  “Criminal Victimization in 

Contemporary China: A Review of the Evidence and Challenges for Future Research.”  

Crime, Law and Social Change: An International Journal 50 (October): 197-209. 

 

2008 Jianhong Liu, Steven F. Messner, Lening Zhang, and Yue Zhou.  “Investigating the 

Mechanism of Fear of Crime in Urban Chinese Communities – Role of Social Disorder.”  

Crime and Criminal Justice International 11 (October): 27-61. 

 

2008 Steven F. Messner, Helmut Thome, and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Institutions, Anomie, and 

Violent Crime: Clarifying and Elaborating Institutional-Anomie Theory.” International 

Journal of Conflict and Violence 2 (2): 163-181. 

 

2007 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, and Jianhong Liu.  “An Exploration of the 

Determinants of Reporting Crime to the Police in the City of Tianjin, China.”  

Criminology 45 (November):959-984. 
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2007 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, and Jianhong Liu.  “Bicycle Theft in Contemporary 

Urban China: A Multi-Level Assessment of Risk and Protective Factors.”  Journal of 

Research in Crime and Delinquency 44 (November):406-426. 

 

2007 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, and Jianhong Liu.  “A Multilevel Analysis of the Risk 

of Household Burglary in the City of Tianjin, China.”  British Journal of Criminology 47 

(November):918-937. 

 

2007 Steven F. Messner, Zhou Lu, Lening Zhang, and Jianhong Liu.  “Risks of Criminal 

Victimization in Contemporary Urban China: An Application of Lifestyle/Routine 

Activities Theory.”  Justice Quarterly 24 (September): 496-522. 

 

2007 Steven F. Messner, Sandro Galea, Kenneth J. Tardiff, Melissa Tracy, Angela Bucciarelli, 

Tinka Markham Piper, Victoria Frye, and David Vlahov.  “Policing, Drugs, and the 

Homicide Decline in New York City in the 1990s.”  Criminology 45 (May):385-413. 

 

2007 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, and Jianhong Liu.  “Criminological Research in 

Contemporary China: Challenges and Lessons Learned From a Large-Scale Criminal 

Victimization Survey.”  International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative 

Criminology 51 (February):110-121. 

 

2007 Richard Rosenfeld, Eric P. Baumer, and Steven F. Messner.  “Social Trust, Firearm 

Prevalence, and Homicide.”  Annals of Epidemiology  17 (February):119-125. 

 

2007 Francis T. Cullen and Steven F. Messner.  “The Making of Criminology Revisited: An 

Oral History of Merton’s Anomie Paradigm.”  Theoretical Criminology 11 (February):5-

37. 

 

2006 Steven F. Messner, Thoroddur Bjarnason, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Bryan K. 

Robinson.  “Nonmarital Fertility and the Effects of Divorce Rates on Youth Suicide 

Rates.”  Journal of Marriage and Family 68 (November):1105-1111. 

 

2006 Steven F. Messner, Eric P. Baumer, and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Distrust of Government, 

The Vigilante Tradition, and Support for Capital Punishment.”  Law & Society Review 40 

(September):559-590. 

 

2005 Michael Ostrowsky and Steven F. Messner.  “Explaining Crime for a Young Adult 

Population: An Application of General Strain Theory.”  Journal of Criminal Justice 33 

(September - October): 463-476. 

 

2005 Steven F. Messner, Glenn D. Deane, Luc Anselin and Benjamin Pearson-Nelson.  

“Locating the Vanguard in Rising and Falling Homicide Rates Across U.S. Cities.”  

Criminology  43 (August):  661-696. 
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2005 Steven F. Messner, Robert D. Baller, Matthew P. Zevenbergen.  “The Legacy of Lynching 

and Southern Homicide.”  American Sociological Review 70 (August): 633-655. 

 

2004 Steven F. Messner, Eric P. Baumer, and Richard Rosenfeld. “Dimensions of Social 

Capital and Rates of Criminal Homicide.”  American Sociological Review 69 (December): 

882-903. 

 

2004 Steven F. Messner, Suzanne McHugh, and Richard B. Felson.  “The Distinctive 

Characteristics of Assaults Motivated by Bias.”  Criminology  42 (August): 585-618. 

 

2003 Steven F. Messner.  “An Institutional-Anomie Theory of Crime: Continuities and 

Elaborations in the Study of Social Structure and Anomie.”  Cologne Journal of Sociology 

and Social Psychology 43: 93-109. 

 

2003 Eric P. Baumer, Richard B. Felson, and Steven F. Messner.  “Changes in Police 

Notification for Rape, 1973-2000.”  Criminology 41 (August): 841-872. 

 

2003 Eric P. Baumer, Steven F. Messner, and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Explaining Spatial Variation 

in Support for Capital Punishment: A Multilevel Analysis.”  American Journal of 

Sociology 108  (January): 844-75. 

 

2002 Steven F. Messner, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Peter Shrock.  “Reassessing the Cross-

National Relationship Between Income Inequality and Homicide Rates: The Implications 

of Data Quality Control in the Measurement of Income Distribution.”  Journal of 

Quantitative Criminology 18 (December): 377-395. 

 

2002 Robert D. Baller, Steven F. Messner, Luc Anselin, and Glenn Deane.  “The 

Interchangeability of Homicide Data Sources: A Spatial Analytical Perspective.”  

Homicide Studies 6 (August): 211-227. 

 

2002 Rachel Bridges Whaley and Steven F. Messner.  “Gender Equality and Gendered 

Homicides.”  Homicide Studies 6 (August): 188-210. 

 

2002 Richard B. Felson, Steven F. Messner, Anthony Hoskin, and Glenn Deane.  “Reasons for 

Reporting and Not Reporting Domestic Violence to the Police.”  Criminology 40 

(August): 617-648. 

 

2002 Steven F. Messner, Glenn Deane, and Mark Beaulieu.  “A Log-Multiplicative Association 

Model for Allocating Homicides with Unknown Victim-Offender Relationships.”  

Criminology 40 (May): 457-479. 

 

2001 Steven F. Messner and Jukka Savolainen.  “Gender and the Victim-Offender Relationship 

in Homicide: A Comparison of Finland and the United States.”  International Criminal 

Justice Review 11: 34-57. 
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2001 Richard Rosenfeld, Steven F. Messner, and Eric P. Baumer.  “Social Capital and 

Homicide.”  Social Forces 80 (September): 283-309. 

 

2001 Robert D. Baller, Luc Anselin, Steven F. Messner, Glenn Deane, and Darnell F. Hawkins.  

“Structural Covariates of U.S. County Homicide Rates: Incorporating Spatial Effects.”  

Criminology 39 (August): 561-590. 

 

2001 Steven F. Messner, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Richard McMillan.  “Economic 

Deprivation and Changes in Homicide Arrest Rates for White and Black Youths, 1967-98: 

A National Time-Series Analysis.” Criminology 39 (August): 591-613. 

 

2000 Scott J. South and Steven F. Messner.  “Crime and Demography: Multiple Linkages, 

Reciprocal Relations.”  Annual Review of Sociology 26:83-106. 

 

2000 Richard B. Felson, Eric P. Baumer, and Steven F. Messner.  “Acquaintance Robbery.”  

Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 37 (August): 284-305. 

 

2000 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, Denke Zhou, Allen E. Liska, Marvin D. Krohn, 

Jianhong Liu, and Zhou Lu.  “Organization of Ownership and Workplace Theft in China.”  

International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology 44 (October): 

581-592.    

 

2000 Lening Zhang and Steven F. Messner.  “The Effects of Alternative Measures of 

Delinquent Peers on Self-Reported Delinquency.”  Journal of Research in Crime and 

Delinquency 37 (August): 323-337. 

 

2000 Eric P. Baumer, Steven F. Messner, and Richard B. Felson.  “The Role of Victim 

Character and Victim Conduct in the Disposition of Murder Cases.”  Justice Quarterly 17 

(June):81-307. 

 

2000 Jukka Savolainen, Steven F. Messner, and Janne Kivivuori.  “Crime is Part of the 

Problem:  Contexts of Lethal Violence in Finland and the United States.”  Journal of 

Scandinavian Studies in Criminology and Crime Prevention 1 (No. 1): 41-55. 

 

2000 Richard B. Felson and Steven F. Messner.  “The Control Motive in Intimate Partner 

Violence.”  Social Psychology Quarterly 63 (March): 86-94. 

 

2000 Lening Zhang, John Welte, William F. Wieczorek, and Steven F. Messner.  “Alcohol and 

Crime in China.”  Substance Use and Misuse 35 (3): 265-279. 

 

1999 Steven F. Messner, Luc Anselin, Robert D. Baller, Darnell F. Hawkins, Glenn Deane, and 

Stewart E. Tolnay.  “The Spatial Patterning of County Homicide Rates: An Application of 
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Exploratory Spatial Data Analysis.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 15 (December): 

423-450. 

 

1999 Lening Zhang and Steven F. Messner.  “Bonds to Work Unit and Official Offense Statusin 

Urban China.”  International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology 

43 (September): 375-390. 

 

1999 Richard B. Felson, Steven F. Messner, and Anthony Hoskin.  “The Victim-Offender 

Relationship and Calling the Police in Response to Assaults.”  Criminology 37 

(November): 931-947. 

 

1999 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, and Zhou Lu.  “Public Legal Education and Inmates' 

 Perceptions of the Legitimacy of Official Punishment in China.”  British Journal of 

Criminology 39 (Summer): 433-449. 

 

1999 Bonita M. Veysey and Steven F. Messner.  “Further Testing of Social Disorganization 

 Theory: An Elaboration of Sampson and Groves 'Community Structure and Crime'.” 

 Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 36 (May): 156-174. 

 

1999 Mark Beaulieu and Steven F. Messner.  “Race, Gender, and Outcomes in First Degree 

Murder Cases.”  Journal of Poverty 3 (No. 1): 47-68. 

 

1998 Jianhong Liu, Dengke Zhou, Allen E. Liska, Steven F. Messner, Marvin D. Krohn, 

 Lening Zhang, and Zhou Lu.  “Status, Power, and Sentencing in China.”  Justice 

Quarterly 15 (June): 289-300. 

 

1998 Richard B. Felson and Steven F. Messner.  “Disentangling the Effects of Gender and 

 Intimacy on Victim-Precipitation in Homicide.”  Criminology 36 (May): 405-421. 

 

1997 Jianhong Liu, Steven F. Messner, and Allen E. Liska.  “Chronic Offenders in China.” 

 International Criminal Justice Review 7:31-45. 

 

1997 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, Zhou Lu, and Xiaogang Deng.  “Gang Crime and Its 

 Punishment in China.”  Journal of Criminal Justice 25 (No. 4): 289-302. 

 

1997 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Political Restraint of the Market and Levels 

of Criminal Homicide: A Cross-National Application of Institutional-Anomie Theory.” 

 Social Forces 75 (June): 1393-1416. 

 

1996 Richard B. Felson and Steven F. Messner.  “To Kill or Not to Kill?  Lethal Outcomes in 

 Injurious Attacks.”  Criminology 34 (November): 519-545. 

 

1996 Lening Zhang and Steven F. Messner.  “School Attachment and Official Delinquency 

Status in the People's Republic of China.”  Sociological Forum ll (June): 285-303. 
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1996 Lening Zhang and Dengke Zhou, Steven F. Messner, Allen E. Liska, Marvin D. Krohn, 

Jianhong Liu, Zhou Lu.  “Crime Prevention In a Communitarian Society: 'Bang-jiao and 

Tiao-jie' in the People's Republic of China.”  Justice Quarterly 13 (June): 199-222. 

 

1995 Richard D. Alba and Steven F. Messner.  “Point Blank Against Itself.  Evidence and 

 Inference About Guns, Crime, and Gun Control.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 

 11 (December):391-410. 

 

1995 Lening Zhang and Steven F. Messner.  “Family Deviance and Delinquency in China.” 

 Criminology 33 (August): 359-387.  

 

1995 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner. “Crime and the American Dream:  An 

Institutional Analysis.”  Advances in Criminological Theory 6:159-181.  

 

1994 Lening Zhang and Steven F. Messner.  “The Severity of Official Punishment for 

Delinquency and Change in Interpersonal Relations in Chinese Society.”  Journal of 

Research in Crime and Delinquency 31 (November): 416-433. 

 

1992 Steven F. Messner and Scott J. South. “Interracial Homicide:  A Macrostructural-

Opportunity Perspective.”  Sociological Forum 7 (September): 517-536. 

 

1992 Steven F. Messner and Reid M. Golden.  “Racial Inequality and Racially Disaggregated 

Homicide Rates: An Assessment of Alternative Theoretical Explanations.”  Criminology 

30 (August): 421-447. 

 

1992 Steven F. Messner. “Exploring the Consequences of Erratic Data Reporting for Cross-

National Research on Homicide.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 8 (June): 155-173. 

 

1991 Sung Joon Jang, Steven F. Messner, and Scott J. South.  “Predictors of Interracial 

Homicide Victimization for Asian Americans: A Macrostructural Opportunity 

Perspective.”  Sociological Perspectives 34 (Spring): 1-19. 

 

1991 Steven F. Messner and Robert J. Sampson.  “The Sex Ratio, Family Disruption, and Rates 

of Violent Crime:  The Paradox of Demographic Structure.”  Social Forces 69 (March): 

693-713.  

 

1991 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “The Social Sources of Homicide in Different 

Types of Societies.”  Sociological Forum 6 (March): 51-70. 

 

1990 Steven F. Messner and Marvin D. Krohn.  “Class Compliance Structures and 

Delinquency: Assessing Integrated Structural-Marxist Theory.”  American Journal of 

Sociology 96  (September): 300-328. 
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1989 F. Frederick Hawley and Steven F. Messner.  “The Southern Violence Construct:  A 

Review of Arguments, Evidence, and the Normative Context.”  Justice Quarterly 6 

(December): 481-511. 

 

1989 Steven F. Messner.  “Economic Discrimination and Societal Homicide Rates:  Further 

Evidence on the Cost of Inequality.”  American Sociological Review 54 (August): 597-

611. 

 

1988 Steven F. Messner and Scott J. South.  “Estimating Race-Specific Offending Rates:  An 

Intercity Comparison of Arrest Data and Victim Reports.”  Journal of Crime and Justice 

11 (No. 2): 25-45. 

 

1988 Steven F. Messner.  “Research on Cultural and Socioeconomic Factors in Criminal 

Violence.”  Psychiatric Clinics of North America 11 (December): 511-525. 

 

1988 Steven F. Messner.  “Merton’s ‘Social Structure and Anomie’:  The Road Not Taken.”  

Deviant Behavior 9 (No. 1): 33-53. 

 

1987 John R. Logan and Steven F. Messner.  “Racial Residential Segregation and Suburban 

Violent Crime.”  Social Science Quarterly 68 (September): 510-527. 

 

1987 Reid M. Golden and Steven F. Messner.  “Dimensions of Racial Inequality and Rates of 

Violent Crime.”  Criminology 25 (August): 525-541. 

 

1987 Scott J. South and Steven F. Messner.  “The Sex Ratio and Women's Involvement in 

Crime:  A Cross-National Analysis.”  Sociological Quarterly 28 (June): 171-188. 

 

1987 Steven F. Messner and Judith R. Blau.  “Routine Leisure Activities and Rates of Crime:  A 

 Macro-level Analysis.”  Social Forces 65 (June): 1035-1052. 

 

1986 Steven F. Messner.  “Geographical Mobility, Governmental Assistance to the Poor, and 

Rates of Urban Crime.”  Journal of Crime and Justice 9:1-18. 

 

1986 Steven F. Messner and Scott J. South.  “Economic Deprivation, Opportunity Structure, 

and Robbery Victimization:  Intra and Interracial Patterns.”  Social Forces 64 (June): 975-

991. 

 

1986 Steven F. Messner and Kenneth Tardiff.  “Economic Inequality and Levels of Homicide:  

An Analysis of Urban Neighborhoods.”  Criminology 24 (May): 297-317. 

 

1986 Scott J. South and Steven F. Messner.  “Structural Determinants of Intergroup 

Association:  Interracial Marriage and Crime.”  American Journal of Sociology 91 (May): 

1409-1430. 
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1986 Steven F. Messner.  “Modernization, Structural Characteristics, and Societal Rates of 

Crime:  An Application of Blau's Macrosociological Theory.”  Sociological Quarterly 27 

(Spring): 27-41. 

 

1986 Steven F. Messner.  “Television Violence and Violent Crime:  An Aggregate Analysis.”  

Social Problems 33 (February): 218-235. 

 

1986 Kenneth Tardiff, Elliott M. Gross, and Steven F. Messner.  “A Study of Homicides in 

Manhattan.”  American Journal of Public Health 76 (February): 139-143. 

 

1985 Steven F. Messner and Kenneth Tardiff.  “The Social Ecology of Urban Homicide:  An 

Application of the 'Routine Activities’ Approach.”  Criminology 23 (May): 241-267. 

 

1985 Steven F. Messner.  “Sex Differences in the Societal Arrest Rate for Criminal Homicide:  

An Application of the General Theory of Structural Strain.”  Comparative Social Research 

8:187-201.  

 

1984 Steven F. Messner.  “The ‘Dark Figure’ and Composite Indexes of Crime:  Some 

Empirical Explorations of Alternative Data Sources.”  Journal of Criminal Justice 12 (No. 

5): 435-444. 

 

1983 Steven F. Messner.  “Regional Differences in the Economic Correlates of the Urban 

Homicide Rate:  Some Evidence on the Importance of the Cultural Context.”  Criminology 

21 (November): 477-488. 

 

1983 Steven F. Messner.  “Regional and Racial Effects on the Urban Homicide Rate:  The 

Subculture of Violence Revisited.”  American Journal of Sociology 88 (March): 997-1007. 

 

1982 Steven F. Messner.  “Societal Development, Social Equality, and Homicide:  A Cross-

National Test of A Durkheimian Model.”  Social Forces 61 (September): 225-240 

 

1982 Steven F. Messner.  “Poverty, Inequality, and the Urban Homicide Rate:  Some 

Unexpected Findings.”  Criminology 20 (May): 103-114. 

 

1980 Steven F. Messner.  “Blau's Theory of Occupational Differentiation:  Problems in 

Empirical Examination.”  Sociology of Work and Occupations 7 (November): 395-424. 

 

1980 Steven F. Messner.  “Income Inequality and Murder Rates:  Some Cross-National 

Findings.”  Comparative Social Research 3 (May): 185-198. 

 

Other Publications: 

 

 2012 Gregory M. Zimmerman and Steven F. Messner.  “Person-in-Context: Insights and Issues 

in Research on Neighborhoods and Crime.”  Pp. 70-78 in The Future of Criminology, 
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edited by Rolf Loeber and Brandon C. Welsch.  New York: Oxford University Press 

(adaptation of Messner and Zimmerman, “Community-level Influences on Crime and 

Offending,” 2012).   

 

2012 Zai Liang, Steven F. Messner, Cheng Chen, and Youqin Huang.  “Introduction.” Pp. ix-

xvi in The Emergence of a New Urban China: Insiders’ Perspectives, edited by Zai Liang, 

Steven F. Messner, Cheng Chen, and Youqin Huang. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and 

Littlefield Publishing Group. 

 

2012 David Gadd, Susanne Karstedt, and Steven F. Messner.  “Editorial Introduction.”  Pp. 1-7 

in The SAGE Handbook of Criminological Research Methods, edited by David Gadd, 

Susanne Karstedt, and Steven F. Messner.  London: Sage. 

 

2011 Steven F. Messner.  “Editorial Introduction: Investigating the Social Ecology of Payday 

Lending.”  Criminology & Public Policy 10 (May):431-433. 

 

2010 Sandra Legge and Steven F. Messner.  “Contemporary Retrospective on Anomie 

Theories.”  Pp. 137-145 in Criminological Theory: Readings and Retrospectives, edited 

by Heith Copes and Volkan Topalli.  New York: McGraw-Hill. 

 

2008 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, Jianhong Liu.  “A Critical Review of Recent Literature 

on Crime and Criminal Justice in China: Research Findings, Challenges, and Prospects.”  

Introduction to a special issue of Crime, Law and Social Change: An International 

Journal 50 (October):125-130. 

 

2007 Francis T. Cullen and Steven F. Messner.  “In the Spirit of Robert K. Merton.”  

Theoretical Criminology 11 (February):95-96. 

 

1998 Review of Violence and Childhood in the Inner City, edited by Joan McCord.  

Contemporary Sociology 27 (November): 644-45. 

 

1997 Review of Culture of Honor: The Psychology of Violence in the South, by Richard E. 

Nisbett and Dov Cohen.  American Journal of Sociology 102 (January): 1225-1227. 

 

1995 Richard D. Alba and Steven F. Messner.  “Point Blank and the Evidence:  A Rejoinder to 

Gary Kleck.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 11 (December): 425-428. 

 

1993 Review of Murder and Penal Policy, by Barry Mitchell.  International Criminal Justice 

Review 3:137-139 

 

1984 Steven F. Messner.  “Durkheim and Individualism Revisited:  A Reply to Chandler.”  

Social Forces 63 (December): 574-5. 
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1981 Steven F. Messner.  “Comment on ‘Gaps and Glissandos:  Inequality, Economic 

Development and Social Mobility in Twenty-Four Countries’.”  American Sociological 

Review 46 (February): 137-8. 

 

 

Papers Presented at Professional Meetings and Conferences 

 

2012 Steven F. Messner.  “Social Institutions, Theory Development, and the Promise of 

Comparative Criminological Research.”  Keynote Address, Fourth Annual Conference of 

the Asian Criminological Society, Seoul, Korea, August 20-22. 

 

2012 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Crime Control Policy in Developed Capitalist 

Societies: An Institutional Perspective.”  One Hundred and Seventh Annual Meeting of 

the American Sociological Association, Denver, CO, August 17-20. 

 

2011 Steven F. Messner.  “Morality, Markets, and the ASC: 2011 Presidential Address to the 

American Society of Criminology.”  Sixty-third Annual Meeting of the American Society 

of Criminology, Washington, DC, November 16-19. 

 

2011       Steven F. Messner, Raymond H. C. Teske, Jr., Robert D. Baller, and Helmut Thome.  

“Structural Covariates of Violent Crime Rates in Germany: Exploratory Spatial Analyses 

of Kreise.”  One Hundred and Sixth Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 

Association, Las Vegas, NV, August 20-23. 

 

2010 Steven F. Messner.  “Situational Action Theory and Social Institutions: What are the 

Prospects for Theoretical Synthesis?”  Sixty-second Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA, November 17-20. 

 

2010 Gregory M. Zimmerman and Steven F. Messner.  “Neighborhood Context and the Gender 

Gap in Violent Crime.”  One Hundred and Fifth Annual Meeting of the American 

Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA, August 14-17. 

 

2010 Matt Vogel and Steven F. Messner.  “Social Correlates of Delinquency for Youth in Need 

of Mental Health Services: Examining the Scope Conditions of Criminological Theory.”  

Eightieth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, MA, March 18-21. 

 

2010 Preeti Chauhan, Magdalena Cérda, Steven F. Messner, Melissa Tracy, David Vlahov, 

Kenneth Tardiff, and Sandro Galea.  “Examining the Impact of Socio-ecological Variables 

on Race/ethnic-specific Homicide Rates in New York City.”  American Psychology Law 

Society Conference. Vancouver, Canada, March 18-20. 

 

2009 Jacob I. Stowell, Steven F. Messner, Michael S. Barton, and Lawrence E. Raffalovich.  

“Addition by Subtraction? A Longitudinal Analysis of the Impact of Deportation on 
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Violent Crime.”  Sixty-first Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, 

Philadelpia, PA, November 4-7. 

 

2009 Steven F. Messner, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Gretchen M. Sutton.  “Absolute and 

Relative Poverty, Infant Mortality, and Cross-National Homicide Rates.”  Seventy-ninth 

Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Baltimore, MD, March 19-22. 

 

2008 Yue Zhuo, Steven F. Messner, and Lening Zhang.  “Criminal Victimization in 

Contemporary China: A Literature Review.”  Sixtieth Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, St. Louis, MO, November 12-15. 

 

2008 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Revitalizing Merton: Institutional-Anomie 

Theory.”  Sixtieth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, St. Louis, 

MO, November 12-15. 

 

2008 Steven F. Messner, Benjamin Pearson-Nelson, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Zachary 

Miner.  “Cross-National Homicide Trends in the Latter Decades of the 20
th

 Century: 

Losses and Gains in Institutional Control?” Final Conference on “Control of Violence,” 

Center for Interdisciplinary Research, Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany, 

September 10-13. 

 

2008 Magdalena Cerdá, Melissa Tracy, Steven F. Messner, David Vlahov, Kenneth Tardiff, and 

Sandro Galea.  “Policing, Disorder and Homicide in New York City: Exploring 

Relationships Within Spatially-embedded Contexts.” Ninth World Conference on Injury 

Prevention and Safety Promotion, Merida, Mexico, March 15-18. 

 

2008    Madalena Cerdá, Steven F. Messner, Melissa Tracy, Emily Goldmann, David Vlahov, 

Kenneth Tardiff, and Sandro Galea.  “Policing, Cocaine Markets, and Changes in Welfare 

Assistance: Investigating Age-specific Relationships with Homicide in the 1990s.”  Forty-

first Annual Meeting of the Society for Epidemiologic Research, Chicago, IL, June 24-27.  

 

2007 Mark Beaulieu and Steven F. Messner.  “Assessing Changes in the Effect of Divorce 

Rates on Violent Crime Rates Across Large U. S. Cities, 1960-2000.”  Fifty-ninth Annual 

Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA, November 14-17. 

 

2007 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Economic Cycles, the Welfare State, and 

Cross-National Homicide Rates.” Fifty-ninth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, Atlanta, GA, November 14-17. 

 

2007 Steven F. Messner.  “An International Comparative Perspective on Homicide:  Applying 

Institutional-Anomie Theory.”  Symposium on Violence Research, Institute for 

Interdisciplinary Research on Conflict and Violence, Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, 

Germany, April 12. 
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2007 Jianhong Liu, Steven F. Messner, and Lening Zhang.  “Elaborating Black’s Theory of 

Law.”  Forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, 

Seattle, WA, March 13-17. 

 

2006 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, and Jianhong Liu.  “Crime Reporting to Police in 

Contemporary Urban China: An Assessment of Incident, Individual, and Neighborhood 

Effects.”  Fifty-eigth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Los 

Angeles, CA, November 1-4. 

 

2006 Jianhong Liu, Steven F. Messner, Lening Zhang, and Angela Yue Zhuo.  “Determinants of 

Fear of Crime in Urban China.”  Seventy-sixth Annual Meeting of the Eastern 

Sociological Association, Boston, MA, February 22-25. 

 

2006       Steven F. Messner, Sandro Galea, Kenneth J. Tardiff, Angela Bucciarelli, Tinka Markham 

Piper, Victoria Frye, and David Vlahov.  “Saving Lives By Fixing Broken Windows?  

Policing and the Homicide Decline in New York City.”  Annual Seminar of the 

Scandinavian Research Council on Criminology, Reykholt, Iceland, May 4-7, 2006. 

 

2006       Ryan D. King, Steven F. Messner, and Robert D. Baller.  “Resisting Hate Crime Law and 

the Legacy of Lynching.”  Sixty-ninth Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological 

Society, New Orleans, LA, March 22-25. 

 

2006 Steven F. Messner, Thomas D. Stucky, Charis E. Kubrin, Kelly McGeever, and Glenn D. 

Deane.  “Not ‘Islands Unto Themselves’: Locating the Spatial Context of City-Level 

Robbery Rates.”  Seventy-sixth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, 

Boston, MA, February 23-26. 

 

2005 Lening Zhang, Steven F. Messner, Jianhong Liu and Zhou Lu.  “Collective Efficacy and 

 Household Burglary: Preliminary Findings from the Tianjin Survey.”  Fifty-seventh 

Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Toronto, Canada, November 

15-19. 

 

2005 Steven F. Messner, Zhou Lu, Lening Zhang, and Jianhong Liu. “Risks of Criminal 

 Victimization in Contemporary Urban China: An Application of Routine Activities 

 Theory.”  Fourteenth World Congress of Criminology, Philadelphia, PA, August 7-11. 

 

2005 Steven F. Messner, Glenn D. Deane, Kelly McGeever, and Charis E. Kubrin.  “Further 

 Explorations of the Deterrent Effects of Aggressive Policing on Crime Rates.”  Seventy-

Fifth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Washington, DC, March 17-20. 

 

2004 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Institutional-Anomie Theory.”  Presidential 

Plenary Session, Fifty-sixth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, 

Nashville, TN, November 17-20. 
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2004 Charis Kubrin, Steven F. Messner, and Glenn Deane.  “Deterrent Effects of the Police on 

Robbery Rates: A Further Replication and Extension.”  Fifty-sixth Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Nashville, TN, November 17-20. 

 

2004 Richard Rosenfeld, Eric P. Baumer, and Steven F. Messner.  “Social Trust, Firearm 

Ownership, and Homicide.”  Fifty-sixth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, Nashville, TN, November 17-20. 

 

2004 Steven F. Messner, Eric P. Baumer, and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Distrust of Government, 

The Vigilante Tradition, and Support for Capital Punishment.”  Ninety-ninth Annual 

Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA, August 14-17. 

 

2004 Thoroddur Bjarnason, Steven F. Messner, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Bryan K. 

Robinson.  “Divorce, Cohort Characteristics, and Changes in Youth Suicide Rates: A 

Multi-national, Time-Series Analysis.”  Ninety-ninth Annual Meeting of the American 

Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA, August 14-17. 

 

2004 Steven F. Messner, Robert D. Baller, and Matthew Zevenbergen.  “The Legacy of 

Lynching and Southern Homicide: A Spatial Analysis.”  Sixty-seventh Annual Meeting of 

the Southern Sociological Society, Atlanta, GA, April 14-17. 

 

2003 Steven F. Messner, Glenn D. Deane, Luc Anselin, Benjamin Pearson-Nelson.  “Locating 

the Vanguard in Rising and Falling Homicide Rates.”  Fifty-fifth Annual Meeting of the 

 American Society of Criminology, Denver, Colorado, November 19-22. 

 

2003 Rachel Bridges Whaley and Steven F. Messner.  “Paths to Gender Equity and Rates of 

Men’s Lethal Violence.”  Fifty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, Denver, Colorado, November 19-22. 

 

2003 Steven F. Messner, Suzanne McHugh, and Richard B. Felson.  “The Distinctive 

Characteristics of Assaults Motivated by Bias.”  Seventy-third Annual Meeting of the 

Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, PA, February 27-March 2. 

 

2002 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Institutionalizing Criminological Theory.”  

Fifty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL, 

November 13-16.  

 

2002 Steven F. Messner, Eric P. Baumer, and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Social Capital and Violent 

Crime Rates Across U. S. Communities.”  Fifteenth World Meeting of the International 

Society for Research on Aggression, Montreal, Canada, July 28-31. 

 

2002 Steven F. Messner, Eric P. Baumer, and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Social Capital, Social Trust, 

and Support for the Death Penalty:  A Multi-level Analysis.”  British Society of 

Criminology Conference, Keele, England, July 17-20. 
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2002 Eric P. Baumer, Steven F. Messner, and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Homicide Rates and 

Support for Capital Punishment: A Multi-Level Analysis.”  Annual Meeting of the 

Homicide Research Working Group, St. Louis, MO, May 30-June 2. 

 

2002 Steven F. Messner, Glenn Deane, Luc Anselin, and Jon Bernburg.  “The Space-Time 

Dynamics of Criminal Violence and Population Change.”  Annual Meeting of the 

Population Association of America, Atlanta, GA, May 9-11. 

 

2002 Steven F. Messner, Thorrodur Bjarnason, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Bryan K. 

Robinson.  “Unnatural Deaths Across the Life-Cycle: A Cross-National, Time-Series 

Analysis of Suicide, Homicide, and Lethal Accidents.”  Seventy-second Annual Meeting 

of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, MA, March 7-10. 

 

2001 Eric P. Baumer, Richard B. Felson, and Steven F. Messner.  “Police Notification by 

Victims of Rape and Sexual Assault: Temporal Variation in the Likelihood of Reporting 

and the Effects of Relational Distance.”  Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA, November 7-10. 

 

2001 Steven F. Messner, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Peter Shrock.  “Reassessing the Cross-

National Relationship between Income Inequality and Homicide Rates: The Implications 

of Data Quality Control in the Measurement of Income Distribution.”  Seventy-first 

Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, PA, March 1-4. 

 

2000 Steven F. Messner, Glenn Deane, and Mark Beaulieu.  “A Log-Multiplicative Model for 

Allocating Homicides with Unknown Victim-Offender Relationship.” Fifty-second 

 Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA, November 

15-18. 

 

2000 Rachel Bridges Whaley and Steven F. Messner.  “Gender Inequality and Intersexual 

Homicide.”  Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, 

 San Francisco, CA, November 15-18. 

 

2000 Eric P. Baumer, Richard Rosenfeld, and Steven F. Messner.  “The Effect of Homicide 

Rates on Support for Capital Punishment.”  Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA, November 15-18. 

 

2000 Steven F. Messner.  “Understanding Cross-National Variation in Criminal Violence.” 

International Conference on Paradigms and Problems of Analysis in the Research on 

 Violence.  Sponsored by the Interdisciplinary Institute for Conflict and Violence Research, 

 University of Bielefeld.  Bielefeld, Germany: May 24-26. 

 

2000 Steven F. Messner, Lawrence E. Raffalovich, and Richard McMillan.  “Economic 

Deprivation and Changes in Homicide Arrest Rates for White and Black Youths, 1967-97: 
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A National Time-Series Analysis.”  Seventieth Annual Meeting of the Eastern 

Sociological Society, Baltimore, MD, March 2-5. 

   

1999 Steven F. Messner, Richard Rosenfeld, and Eric P. Baumer.  “Estimating the Reciprocal 

Effects of Social Capital and Homicide Rates.” Fifty-first Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Toronto, Canada, November 17-20. 

 

1999 Richard B. Felson, Steven F. Messner, and Anthony Hoskin.  “The Whys’ and the “Why 

Nots’ of Reporting Domestic and Other Assaults to the Police.”  Fifty-first Annual 

Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Toronto, Canada, November 17-20. 

 

1999 Richard Rosenfeld, Steven F. Messner, and Eric P. Baumer.  “Social Capital and 

Homicide.”  Sixty-ninth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, 

MA, March 4-7. 

 

1998 Steven F. Messner, Robert D. Baller, Glenn Deane, Stewart E. Tolnay, Luc Anselin, and 

Darnell F. Hawkins.  “The Spatial Patterning of County Homicide Rates: An Application 

of Exploratory Spatial Data Analysis.”  Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the American Society 

of Criminology, Washington, DC, November 11-14. 

 

1998 Richard B. Felson, Eric P. Baumer, and Steven F. Messner.  “Acquaintance Robbery.” 

 Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Washington, DC, 

 November 11-14. 

 

1998 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Beyond the Criminal Justice System: 

Anomie, Institutional Vitality, and Crime in the United States.” Ninety-third Annual 

Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, California, August 21-

25. 

 

1998 Eric P. Baumer, Steven F. Messner, and Richard B. Felson, “The Role of Victim Conduct 

and Victim Character in the Disposition of First Degree Murder Cases.”  Sixty-eighth 

 Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 

 19-22. 

 

1997 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld, “Institutional Structure, The Moral Order, and 

Societal Patterns of Crime.”  Forty-ninth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, San Diego, California, November 19-22. 

 

1997 Richard B. Felson and Steven F. Messner, “The Control Motive in Domestic Violence: 

Why Do Husbands Assault Their Wives?”  Forty-ninth Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Diego, California, November 19-22. 
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1997 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld, “Market Dominance and Crime in Post-

Industrial Society.”  Meeting of the International Institute for the Sociology of Law, Onati, 

Spain, October 23-24. 

 

1997 Richard B. Felson, Steven F. Messner, and Anthony Hoskin,   “Relational Distance, 

Gender, and Reporting Assaults to the Police.”  Ninety-second Annual Meeting of the 

American Sociological Association, Toronto, Canada, August 9-13. 

 

1996 Richard B. Felson and Steven F. Messner, “Disentangling the Effects of Gender and 

Intimacy On Victim-Precipitation in Homicide.”  Forty-eighth Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Chicago, Illinois, November 20-23. 

 

1996 Steven F. Messner.  “Crime and the Institutional Balance of Power in the Advanced 

Welfare States.”  Sixty-sixth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, 

Massachusetts, March 28-31. 

 

1996 Mark Beaulieu and Steven F. Messner.  “Race, Gender, and Outcomes in First Degree 

Murder Cases:  An Analysis of Convictions and Charge Reductions.”  Sixty-sixth Annual 

Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, Massachusetts, March 28-31. 

 

1995 Richard B. Felson and Steven F. Messner.  “To Kill or Not to Kill:  Lethal Outcomes in 

Injurious Attacks.” Forty-seventh Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, Boston, Massachusetts, November 15-18. 

 

1995 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Consumption and Crime:  An Institutional 

Inquiry.”  Annual Meeting of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Boston, 

Massachusetts, March 7-11. 

 

1994 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “Political Restraint of the Market and Levels 

of Lethal Violence: A Cross-National Application of Institutional-Anomie Theory.”  

Forty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Miami, Florida, 

November 9-12. 

 

1993 Steven F. Messner and Richard Rosenfeld.  “An Institutional-Anomie Theory of the Social 

Distribution of Crime.”  Forty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, Phoenix, Arizona, October 27-30. 

 

1993 Lening Zhang and Steven F. Messner.  “The Consequences of the Social Reaction to 

Delinquency for Interpersonal Relations in Chinese Society.”  Sixty-third Annual Meeting 

of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, Massachusetts, March 25-28. 

 

1992 Steven F. Messner.  “Economic Discrimination, Economic Grievances, and Homicide 

Rates:  A Cross-National Analysis.”  Forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, New Orleans, Louisiana, November 4-7. 
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1992 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “Crime and the American Dream:  An 

Institutional Analysis.”  Forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, New Orleans, Lousiana, November 4 -7. 

 

1991 Reid M. Golden, Steven F. Messner and Thomas L. McNulty.  “Exploring Lagged and 

Indirect Effects of Racial Inequality on Urban Homicide Rates.”  Fiftieth Anniversary 

Meeting of the American Society for Criminology, San Francisco, California, November 

20-23. 

 

1991 Steven F. Messner.  “Socio-cultural Determinants of Female Homicide Victimization and 

Offending: A State-Level Analysis of Gender Inequality, Pornography, and Cultural 

Support for Violence.”  Sixty-first Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, 

Providence, Rhode Island, April 12-14. 

 

1990 Steven F. Messner and Reid M. Golden.  “Racial Inequality and Racially Disaggregated 

Homicide Rates: An Assessment of Alternative Explanations.” Forty-second Annual 

Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Baltimore, Maryland, November 7-10. 

 

1989 Steven F. Messner and Scott J. South.  “Determinants of Interracial Homicide:  A 

Macrostructural Opportunity Perspective.”  Forty-first Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, Reno, Nevada, November 8-12. 

 

1989 Steven F. Messner and Marvin D. Krohn.  “Class, Compliance Structures, and 

Delinquency:  An Empirical Assessment of an Integrated Structural-Marxist Theory.”  

Eighty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, 

California, August 9-13. 

 

1988 Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner.  “The Social Sources of Homicide in Different 

Types of Societies.”  Fortieth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, 

Chicago, Illinois, November 9-12. 

 

1987 Francis T. Cullen and Steven F. Messner.  “The Making of Criminology Revisited:  

Robert K. Merton.”  Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, Montreal, Canada, November 11-14. 

 

1987 Steven F. Messner.  “Merton and the Durkheimian Tradition:  Some Neglected 

Considerations.”  Plenary Session of the Fifty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Eastern 

Sociological Society, Boston, Massachusetts, May 1-3. 

 

1986 Steven F. Messner.  “Merton's ‘Social Structure and Anomie’:  The Road Not Taken.”  

Thirty-eighth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, Georgia, 

October 29 - November 1. 
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1986 Reid M. Golden and Steven F. Messner.  “Dimensions of Racial Inequality and Rates of 

Violent Crime.”  Thirty-eighth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, 

Atlanta, Georgia, October 29 - November 1. 

 

1986 John R. Logan and Steven F. Messner.  “The Changing Nature of the Suburbs and 

Suburban Crime.”  Fifty-sixth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, New 

York, N.Y., April 4-6. 

 

1985 Steven F. Messner and Kenneth Tardiff.  “Economic Inequality and Levels of Homicide:  

An Analysis of Urban Neighborhoods.”  Thirty-seventh Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Diego, California, November 13-16. 

 

1985 Anne Roschelle and Steven F. Messner.  “Televised Sports and Aggregate Voting 

Behavior:  Some Evidence Bearing on the Marxist Perspective.”  Annual Meeting of the 

North American Society for the Sociology of Sport, Boston, Massachusetts, November 7-

10. 

 

1985 Steven F. Messner and Reid M. Golden.  “Economic Sources of Homicide:  Reconsidering 

the Effects of Poverty and Inequality.”  Eightieth Annual Meeting of the American 

Sociological Association, Washington, D.C., August 26-30. 

 

1985 Steven F. Messner, Cheryl Nieczkoski, and Pamela Farrell.  “Disapproval of Non-

Traditional Life Styles, Religiosity, and Support for Prayer in the Public Schools.”  Fifty-

fifth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

March 15-17. 

 

1984 Steven F. Messner and Kenneth Tardiff.  “The Social Ecology of Urban Homicide:  An 

Application of the 'Routine Activities' Approach.”  Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Cincinnati, Ohio, November 7-11. 

 

1984 Steven F. Messner.  “Television Violence and Violent Crime:  An Aggregate Analysis.”  

Seventy-ninth Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Antonio, 

Texas, August 27-31. 

 

1983 Steven F. Messner.  “Sex Differences in the Societal Arrest Rate:  A Cross-National Test 

of the Theory of Structural Strain.”  Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Society 

of Criminology, Denver, Colorado, November 9-13. 

 

1983 Steven F. Messner.  “Blau’s Macrosociological Explanation of Violent Crime:  A 

Theoretical Critique.”  Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, 

Baltimore, Maryland, March 4-6. 

 

1981 Steven F. Messner and Daniel Groisser.  “Participation in Intercollegiate Athletics and 

Academic Achievement:  A Study of an Ivy League College.”  Second Annual Meeting of 
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the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport, Forth Worth, Texas, November 

12-15. 

 

1981 Steven F. Messner.  “Poverty, Inequality, and the Urban Homicide Rate:  Evidence from a 

Sample of SMSAs.” Seventy-sixth Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 

Association, Toronto, Canada, August 24-28. 

 

1980 Steven F. Messner.  “Football and Homicide:  Searching for the Subculture of Violence.”  

First Annual Meeting of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport, Denver, 

Colorado, October 16-19. 

 

1979 Steven F. Messner and Ephraim Yuchtman-Yaar.  “The Socioeconomic Hierarchy of 

Occupations:  Is it Invariant for Men and Women?”  Program in Sex Roles and Social 

Change, Center for the Social Sciences, Columbia University, October. 

 

1978 Steven F. Messner.  “Income Inequality and Murder Rates:  Some Cross-National 

Findings.”  Seventy-third Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San 

Francisco, California, September 4-8. 

 

Other Participation at Professional Meetings 

 

Discussant, “A Discussion with the Director of the National Institute on Justice: Updates, 

Challenges, and Opportunities.” Sixty-third Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, Washington, DC, November 16-19, 2011. 

 

Discussant, “Life Course Criminology in Scandinavia: A Showcase of Current Research.”  Sixty-

second Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA, 

November 17-20, 2010. 

 

Presider, session on “Community and Crime.” One Hundred and Fifth Annual Meeting of the 

American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA, August 14-17, 2010. 

 

Panelist, Workshop on Publication/Peer Review Process.  International Conference on 

Contemporary Urban China Research: Fostering the Next Generation of Urban China Scholars, 

Guangzhou, China, January 6-8, 2009. 

 

Panelist, Workshop on Research Design/Survey Research/Fieldwork.  International Conference on 

Contemporary Urban China Research: Fostering the Next Generation of Urban China Scholars, 

Guangzhou, China, January 6-8, 2009. 

 

Organizer and Chair, session on “Anomie/Anomia, Social Identities, and Violence in Comparative 

Context: Evidence From Europe.”  Sixtieth Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, St. Louis, MO, November 12-15, 2008. 
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Organizer and Chair, session on “The Institutional Context of Crime.” Fifty-eighth Annual Meeting 

of the American Society of Criminology, Los Angeles, CA, November 1-4, 2006. 

 

Discussant, session on “Communities and Behavior.”  One hundred-first Annual Meeting of the 

American Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada, August 11-14, 2006. 

 

Presider/Discussant, session on “Gender and the Life of the Criminal.” Sixty-ninth Annual Meeting 

of the Southern Sociological Society, New Orleans, LA, March 22-25, 2006. 

 

Chair, featured session on “Crime and Social Control in China.” Fourteenth World Congress of 

Criminology, Philadelphia, PA, August 7-11, 2005. 

 

Chair, session on “Violent Crime in Geographic Context: Multi-level Analyses of Areal Units.” 

Fifty-sixth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Nashville, TN, 

November 17-20, 2004. 

 

Panelist, Memorial Session for Robert K. Merton, Fifty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, Denver, Colorado, November 19-22, 2003. 

 

Presider, Awards Session: Presentations by the Winners of the Candace Rogers and Rose Laub 

Coser Awards, Seventy-third Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, 

Philadelphia, PA, February 27-March 2, 2003. 

 

Discussant and Chair, “Criminology: Community and Crime.”  Seventy-third Annual Meeting of 

the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, PA, February 27-March 2, 2003. 

 

Chair, “Author-Meets-Readers: Gender and Violence Reexamined.”  Fifty-fourth Annual Meeting 

of the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL, November 13-16, 2002. 

 

Organizer and Presider, “If I Were Queen or King: Future Directions in the Sociology of 

Deviance.”  Ninety-seventh Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, 

Chicago, IL, August 16-19, 2002. 

 

Discussant, “The Durkheimian Tradition in Sociological Research.”  Ninety-seventh Annual 

Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL, August 16-19, 2002. 

 

Presider, Awards Session:  Presentations by the Winners of the Candace Rogers and Rose Laub 

Coser Awards, Seventy-second Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, 

MA, March 7-10, 2002. 

 

Chair, session on “Theoretical Integration: Applications.” Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA, November 7-10, 2001. 
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Discussant, “Culture and the Social Setting for Violence.”  Ninety-sixth Annual Meeting of the 

American Sociological Association, Anaheim, CA, August 18-21, 2001. 

 

Organizer and Chair, session on “Crime and Demography.” 2001 Annual Meeting of the 

Population Association of America, Washington, D.C., March 29-31, 2001. 

 

Discussant, “Testing Institutional-Anomie Theory.”  Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA, November 15-18, 2000. 

 

Discussant, “Violent Crime: Does Social Capital Matter?”  International Conference on Crime and 

Violence: Causes and Policy Responses.  Sponsored by the Office of the Chief Economist for 

Latin America and the Caribbean, World Bank, and the Economics Department of the 

University of the Andes.  Bogota, Colombia: May 4-5, 2000. 

 

Organizer and Presider, session on “Social Reorganization as a Strategy for Reducing Crime.” 

Ninety-third Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, 

California, August 21-25, 1998. 

 

Organizer and Presider, session on Studies of Homicide, Sixty-eighth Annual Meeting of the 

Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, PA, March 19-22, 1998. 

 

Chair, session on “Explaining Societal Levels of Crime.” Forty-ninth Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, San Diego, California, November 19-22, 1997. 

 

Chair and Discussant, session on “Strain, Class, and Relative Deprivation.” Forty-eighth Annual 

Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, Illinois, November 20-23, 1996. 

 

Presider, thematic session on “Crime, Justice, and Civil Society.”  Sixty-sixth Annual Meeting of 

the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, Massachusetts, March 28-31, 1996. 

 

Chair, session on “Cultural and Structural Sources of Crime and Punishment.” Forty-seventh 

Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Boston, Massachusetts, November 

15-18, 1995. 

 

Featured author (with Richard Rosenfeld).  “Authors Meet Critic Session: Crime and the American 

Dream.” Forty-sixth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Miami, 

Florida, November 9-12, 1994. 

 

Organizer and Chair, session on “Culture/Subculture/Violence: Theoretical Issues/Empirical 

Studies.” Forty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Phoenix, 

Arizona, October 27-30, 1993. 

 

Chair, session on “Aggregate Studies of Violent Crime.”  Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Francisco, California, November 20-23, 1991. 
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Organizer, session on “Reflections on Strain Theory.” Thirty-eighth Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, Georgia, October 29-November 1, 1986. 

 

Panelist, session on “The Dynamics of Crime-Related Ecological Processes:  Social 

Disorganization    or Structural Inequality?”  Thirty-seventh Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Diego, California, November 13-16, 1985. 

 

Discussant, session on “Explaining Violence Across Time and Space.”  Thirty-sixth Annual 

Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Cincinnati, Ohio, November 7-ll, l984. 

 

Discussant, session on “Economic Inequality and Crime.” Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Denver, Colorado, November 9-l3, l983. 

 

Chair, session on “Social Integration and Crime.” Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American 

Society of Criminology, Denver, Colorado, November 9-l3, l983. 

 

Grants 

 

 

Lingnan Foundation, “A Joint Training and Research Program for the Next Generation of Urban 

China Scholars (Part II).”  Zai Liang (Principal Investigator) and Steven F. Messner, Zhou 

Daming, Liu Lin-Ping (Co-principal Investigators), $68,348, 2012-2014.  

National Science Foundation, “Neighborhood Social Control and Disorder in Contemporary Urban 

China.” Lening Zhang (Principal Investigator), Steven F. Messner, Sheldon Zhang (Co-

principal Investigators), $274,824, 2011-2013. 

Lingnan Foundation, “A Joint Training and Research Program of Urban China Scholars.”  Zai 

Liang (Principal Investigator) and Steven F. Messner, Zhou Daming, Liu Lin-Ping (Co-

principal Investigators), $50,000.00, 2008-2010.  

National Science Foundation, “Criminal Victimization in Contemporary Urban China: A 

Multilevel Analysis of Survey Data for the City of Tianjin.” Steven F. Messner (Principal 

Investigator), Lening Zhang, Jianhong Liu (Co-principal Investigators), $293,580, 2004-2006 

National Consortium on Violence Research, “Profiles of Lethal Violence: A Case-Detail 

Comparison of Finland and the United States.”  Steven F. Messner (Principal Investigator) and 

Jukka Savolainen (Co-principal Investigator), $30,032.00, 1999-2000 

National Consortium on Violence Research, “Social Capital and Homicide: Merging Aggregated 

Survey Data with Official Statistics.”  Richard Rosenfeld (Principal Investigator) and Steven F. 

Messner (Co-principal Investigator), $84,913, 1999-2000 

National Consortium on Violence Research, “The Spatial Patterning of County Homicide Rates in 

the Post-War Period.”  Steven F. Messner (Principal Investigator); Luc Anselin, Glenn Deane, 

Darnell Hawkins, and Stewart E. Tolnay (Co-principal Investigators) - $103,589.00, 1998-

1999  

New York State/United University Professions Experienced Faculty Travel Award, 1985, 1987 
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Research Foundation of the State University of New York, Faculty Research Fellowship and Grant-

in-Aid, 1983 

Summer Grant, Columbia University Council for Research in the Social Sciences, 1979, 1980, 

1981 

 

Professional Associations 

 

American Sociological Association 

American Society of Criminology 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 

Society for the Study of Social Problems 

Eastern Sociological Society 

Southern Sociology Society 

Member, National Consortium on Violence Research 

 

University Service 

 

Department of Sociology: 

  

Chair (2000-2003) 

Undergraduate Committee -- Member (1982-85; 1987-91; 1997-98; 2009-10); Chair (Spring 1985; 

1985-87) 

Graduate Committee (1993-5; 2006-07) 

Executive Committee (1983-84; 85-86; 91-93; 97-99; 2009-2010) 

Recruitment Committee (1996-97; 1998-99; 1999-2000; 2005-2006) 

Teaching Committee – Chair (2008-09) 

Symposium Committee (Fall 1995; Fall 2010) 

Advancement Committee -- Chair (2004-05) 

Ad Hoc Committee on Assessment -- Chair (1991-93) 

Ad Hoc Committee on the Undergraduate Program (1984-85) 

Chair of Summer Session for Department of Sociology (1979-82; Columbia University) 

 

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences: 

 

College Council -- Member (1983-84); Secretary (1984-85) 

College Council Subcommittee on the Evaluation of the Office of the Dean -- Secretary (1984-85) 

 

University Senate: 

 

Chair (2005-06), Vice Chair (2004-05), Past Chair (2006-07) 

Member (1989-92; 1994-97) 

Executive Committee – Chair (2005-06), Member (2004-05; 2006-07) 

University Planning and Policy Council – Chair (2006-07), Member (2005-06) 

Governance Council -- Chair (2004-05) 
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Governance Council -- Committee on Assessment of Governance and Consultation (2004-05) 

Council on Promotions and Continuing Appointment (1996-98) 

Committee on Ethics in Research and Scholarship (Fall 2007; 2008-10) 

Undergraduate Academic Council (UAC) -- Member (1984-87; 1989-92; 1994-1995; 2003); Chair 

(1994) 

UAC - Curriculum Committee -- Member (Fall 1983; 2003); Chair (Spring 1984) 

UAC - Interdisciplinary Studies Committee -- Member (1984-85; Fall 1995); Chair (1985-87; 

1989-92) 

UAC - Interdisciplinary Studies Subcommittee on Guidelines (1984-85) 

UAC Ad Hoc Committee on Internships (1986-87) 

   

Other University Service Activities: 

 

Member, NCAA Certification Self-Study (Fall 2010) 

Co-Chair, Middles States Self-Study Steering Committee, (2008-2010) 

Member, Provost Search Committee (2005) 

Faculty Representative to the University Council (2004-05) 

Member, Committee to Review Innovations in Teaching Proposals (2003) 

Chair, Search Committee for a Chair, Department of Communication (2000-2001) 

Committee on Academic Programs Curricula, and Outcomes/Institutional Effectiveness (1999) 

Search Committee for the Office of Dean, School of Criminal Justice (1998-99) 

Selection Committee for the Awards for Excellence in Academic Service – Chair (1997; 1998) 

Selection Committee for the Awards for Excellence in Teaching (1991; 1994) 

CAS Ad Hoc Committee Studying Budgetary Impacts on Undergraduate Education (1995) 

University Ad Hoc Committee to Develop an Orientation Course (1987-88) 

Faculty/Freshman Summer Exchange (1983-86, 1988) 

Faculty/Freshman Orientation Workshop (1989) 

Faculty Mentor (1989-present) 

Faculty Advisor for Freshman/Sophomores (1978-82; Columbia University) 

 

Dissertation 

 

Income Inequality and Murder Rates: A Cross-National Analysis, directed by Melvin M. Tumin 
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